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MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE



}For more than 23 years Prince Georgeôs County has 

owned and managed the Western Branch Composting 

Facility

}The facility is operated by the Maryland Environmental 

Service (MES), through an intergovernmental 

agreement with Prince Georgeôs County

}MES turns yard waste, including grass clippings, 

leaves, brush, small branches and Christmas trees into a 

trademarked product called Leafgro®.
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} Private and County contractors 
deliver yard waste to the 
facility 

} Approximately 165,000 
households receive yard waste 
curbside collection by County 
contracted haulers

} Nearly 60,000 tons of yard 
waste is processed annually

} 2,000 tons of food scraps have 
now been received and 
processed as of May 2013

} MES



} Incoming yard waste is processed 

through a horizontal grinder and 

placed into windrows 

} Windrows are turned using a Scarab 

windrow turner and watered as 

needed

} Compost is spread out on the pad for 

drying until ready to be screened

} Final screened compost is marketed 

as Leafgro®

} The process takes roughly 6 to 9 

months depending on weather 

conditions
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Food Scrap Composting 
Demonstration Project


